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Metafictional statement:

• Frodo is a fictional character

2. Metafictional anaphora

Metafictional anaphora:

In The Lord of the Rings,

Frodoi goes through an

immense mental struggle

to save hisi friends. Ah

yes, hei is an intriguing

fictional character!
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Our primary engagement with narratives is neutral regarding fictionality (Matravers, 2014). Fictional statements and assertions update a

temporal common ground: ‘the workspace’ and subsequently trigger assertive or fictive closure:

Assertion:

• Trump is the president of the U.S.

1. The workspace account  (Semeijn, 2017)

Fictional statement:

• Frodo had a very trying time that afternoon

NPs undergo phonetic deletion when in the environment of an identical NP:

If Sarah owns a donkey, she beats it

Phonetic deletion of the primary example of metafictional anaphora:

In The Lord of the Rings, Frodo goes through an immense mental struggle 

to save his friends. Ah yes, he is an intriguing fictional character!

The person named Frodo is an intriguing fictional character?

Accommodation of a meta-description for Frodo:

In The Lord of the Rings, Frodo goes through an immense mental struggle 

to save his friends. Ah yes, he is an intriguing fictional character!

3. A descriptivist approach (e.g. Evans, 1977; Elbourne, 2005, Heim, 1990)

Distinction explicit and implicit parafictional statements: 

In Lord of the Rings, Frodo is a hobbit =               ΣLOTRhobbit( f )

Frodo is a hobbit = ( f )hobbit

4. Abstract object theory (Zalta, 1983; 1988)

Polysemy:

• Lunchi was delicious but iti took forever

� ‘Lunch’ denotes the dot-object: food ● social

event that can be referred to as dot-object (x),

through its food facet (x1) or through its social

event facet (x2):

5. Dot-object theory (Recanati, 2018)

Explicit: In The Lord of the Rings, Frodoi

goes through an immense mental

struggle to save hisi friends. Ah yes, hei

is an intriguing fictional character!

Implicit: Frodoi goes through an

immense mental struggle to save hisi

friends. Ah yes, hei is an intriguing

fictional character!

x is an abstract object that goes through

an immense mental struggle? (Klauk, 2014)

Similarly, ‘Frodo’ denotes the dot-object flesh and blood individual ●

abstract object that can be referred to as dot-object (x), through its flesh 

and blood facet (x1) or through its abstract object facet (x2):

Remaining issues: 

• Metaphysical status of dot-objects:

x = ❬ x1 , x2 ❭ ?

• Dot-object with three facets?

In The Lord of the Rings, Gimlii is a dwarf but 

in The Lord of the Schmings, hei is an elf.

Parafictional statement: 

• In Lord of the Rings, Frodo is 

a hobbit living in the Shire

the donkey

the person named Frodo in The Lord of

the Rings that goes through an immense

mental struggle to save his friends

the character named Frodo

in The Lord of the Rings


